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Tufts University Research Associate Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Mona Abo-Zena, a research associate at the Institute for Applied Research in Youth Development at Tufts University in Medford, Mass., and an adjunct lecturer at Boston College in Chestnut Hill, Mass., has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals. She lives in Quincy, Mass.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Abo-Zena’s primary research interests include religious and identity development, family and community contexts, and immigrant origin and other multicultural individuals and communities. Her research, teaching, and service interests focus on promoting positive outcomes for children and families in a range of educational and community settings, and she has a particular interest in religious minority youth. She has more than 15 years of teaching and administrative experience in public and Islamic schools and serves on several boards that serve children and families.  
“Most recently, I have focused on publications, courses, and consultations that target preservice and in-service teachers, practitioners, researchers, policy makers, and families in order to improve a range of developmental outcomes for diverse youth,” Abo-Zena said.
She is a member of several professional organizations, including PDK, American Psychological Association, Society for Research on Adolescence, and National Association for the Education of Young Children.

For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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