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Assistant Professor at TWU Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Holly Hansen-Thomas, assistant professor of bilingual education/ESL at Texas Woman’s University, has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals. She lives in Denton, Texas.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Hansen-Thomas is a native Texan who has taught for nearly 20 years in public schools, private language institutions, colleges, and universities in Texas, New York, and the international community. She holds lifetime Texas teaching certifications in English, English as a Second Language (ESL), Spanish, and bilingual education. A former Fulbright Scholar, she taught and studied in Budapest, Hungary, and has also taught English as a Foreign Language (EFL)/ESL in Barcelona, Spain, and Dresden, Germany, in addition to various locations in the U.S. 

Her scholarly work deals with second language learners’ teaching and learning in school. She has recently published a book that examines how middle school Latino English Language Learners (ELLs) learn content and language in reform-oriented mathematics classes. Her current research interests are professional development for content area teachers who serve ELLs in secondary schools.

“I am proud to be serving the students and teachers of my home state,” Hansen-Thomas said.
She is a member of international, national, and local educational organizations, including the PDK University of North Texas/Texas Woman’s University chapter.

For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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