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Northwestern High School Principal Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Jason Hartling, principal of Northwestern High School in Baltimore City, has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals. He lives in Towson, Md.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

After eight years in private sector leadership, Hartling moved into the field of education, teaching social studies in Baltimore City and receiving the Fisher Fellowship from the KIPP Foundation in 2006. In 2007, he became a resident with New Leaders for New Schools, and in 2008 he was appointed to his current position. Hartling also teaches courses on school reform and management to first year teachers as a faculty associate in the Department of Teacher Preparation at Johns Hopkins University. 

“As a school in alternative governance, Northwestern was plagued by high teacher turnover, severe climate issues, and low student achievement,” Hartling said. “As principal, I have focused on creating a successful and supportive learning community for students and teachers. Through strong support and mentoring, teacher retention has dramatically improved. Student achievement has increased and the school climate has significantly improved. Students and teachers are once again proud to be part of Northwestern High School.” 
Hartling is a member of the PDK Johns Hopkins University chapter. 
For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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