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Director of Professional Development at Frisco Independent School District Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Jacqueline E. Kennedy, director of professional development at Frisco Independent School District in Frisco, Texas, has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Kennedy’s 15-year career in public education has been largely focused on influencing, advocating for, and leading progressive organizational change, using professional learning as a vehicle for impacting school and system-wide improvements. She has held central administration positions in assessment and accountability and adult education in two large urban school districts and served as an assistant principal, counselor, education consultant, grant reviewer, and classroom teacher. Kennedy has spearheaded numerous teacher and student support programs, provided a variety of workshops for school districts, and presented at regional and state conferences.

“Whether it’s a minor tweak or a massive transformation, change is hard, but it is also rewarding,” Kennedy said. “I have had the privilege of working and collaborating with many innovative leaders, from experts in the field of education to school principals to teachers in the classroom, and I’m always excited about learning new ways to influence not only the environment, but the hearts and minds of those I serve.”
Kennedy is a member of PDK International, the National Staff Development Council, and ASCD. She has served as a grant reviewer for the Texas Education Agency. Kennedy is currently completing superintendent certification and is a doctoral candidate at the University of North Texas in the Department of Applied Technology Training and Development.

For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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