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Learning Technology Assistant Specialist at University of Hawai‛i Selected as Emerging Leader
BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Thanh Truc T. Nguyen, a learning technology assistant specialist in the Curriculum Research and Development Group of the College of Education at the University of Hawai‛i at Mānoa, has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Nguyen has combined her science background with her knowledge of educational technologies to develop, create, and maintain programs and curricula that are integrated with technology. In addition to authoring and teaching science and computer literacy courses, Nguyen has developed instructional strategies that include electronic enhancements for existing science curricula; overseen the development of science, economics, and computer distance-learning courses; created websites; developed evaluation and assessment modules; and coordinated conferences and professional development workshops related to her expertise.

“As an education professional, what drives me is the desire to equip all learners with the knowledge to understand and accept their own digital citizenship,” Nguyen said. “In school and at work, all people use or are affected by computer technologies. I firmly believe digital citizenship is a key component of enabling our students to become global.”

Nguyen is a member of the PDK University of Hawai‛i chapter, International Society for Technology in Education, Society for Technology and Teacher Education, ASCD, National Science Teachers Association, Pacific Circle Consortium, and the American Educational Research Association. She is also president of the Hawaii Educational Research Association.
For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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