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Sunset Hills Elementary School Principal Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Andrew J. Rikli, director of administrative services and principal at Sunset Hills Elementary in Omaha, Neb., has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Since joining the Westside Community Schools in 2004, Rikli has served as director of assessment and school improvement. He is currently the district’s assistant superintendent for business and operations and an adjunct professor who teaches research methods at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Prior to this, Rikli has worked as a consultant with the Nebraska Department of Education, classroom teacher, coach, athletic director, curriculum and assessment writer, and district office administrator.

“It’s very humbling to be recognized by an organization as old and distinguished as Phi Delta Kappa,” Rikli said. “PDK is the pre-eminent international association for education professionals and to be included in the Emerging Leader program is truly a great honor. I have no doubt that this program will open doors—personally and professionally—for me.”
Rikli is a member of the PDK University of Nebraska-Omaha chapter, American Association of School Administrators, ASCD, and the Beta Theta Pi alumni association. Rikli is a board member for the University of Nebraska-Omaha Alumni Association and is a member of the Leadership Omaha Class 32.

For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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