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St. Louis Charter School Educator Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Michael C. Schrimpf, head of middle school at St. Louis Charter School in St. Louis, Mo., has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

Schrimpf was a founding team member and middle school math teacher when St. Louis Charter School opened in 2000. In 2005, he became head of middle school. He works with teachers to develop a middle school program based on shared goals, ongoing training and support, professional collaboration, and systematic differentiation and remediation. Ultimately, Schrimpf would like to develop a stronger support network for Missouri’s charter schools and better connect middle schools and high schools to help put students on the right path to graduation and college earlier in their educational careers.

“I truly believe that education is the key to leveling the playing field for children,” Schrimpf said. “I strive to do my best work for students with the greatest needs. This means making sure students are prepared academically, socially, and emotionally.”

Schrimpf is a member of PDK International, ASCD, the National Association of Secondary School Principals, and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.       

For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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