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Frederick Douglass Academy IV Secondary School Principal Selected as Emerging Leader

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Claytisha B. Walden, principal at Frederick Douglass Academy IV Secondary School in Brooklyn, N.Y., has been recognized as an Emerging Leader by PDK International, a global association of education professionals.

The PDK Emerging Leader program recognizes top educators under age 40 from around the world for their leadership. A committee made up of PDK’s past Emerging Leaders selected the 20 honorees from a competitive field of applicants, based on their outstanding professional accomplishments. 

In addition to being honored at the 2011 PDK International Conference on Innovations in Teaching and Learning, honorees also have the opportunity to be published by PDK, apply for grants, and participate in PDK initiatives.

“Honoring these young leaders is one of PDK’s most important initiatives,” said William J. Bushaw, PDK International’s executive director. “We know the future of education is in good hands with leaders like these making a difference in the lives of our students.” 

With more than 14 years in the field of education and youth development, Walden has worked with young people from diverse backgrounds, levels, and ages. In addition to serving as principal at Frederick Douglass Academy IV Secondary School, Walden is an adjunct professor at New Jersey City University. Prior to these roles, Walden served as an assistant principal and an elementary, middle, and high school instructor. Her expertise is child and adolescent development, instructional technology, and organizational change, but she has also supervised courses in history, language arts, special education, and the arts. 

“I have a heart for young people,” Walden said. “Their development is important to me.”

Walden is a member of PDK International, National Association of Elementary School Principals, National Association of Secondary School Principals, New York Coalition of One Hundred Black Women, Church Women United, National Alliance of Black School Educators, and Association of Black Educators of New York. Walden also sits on the board of The Bridge, a non-profit organization that provides health services, vocational training, and assistance with housing and job placement. She also sits on the board of New Heights Charter School in Washington Heights.
For more information on PDK’s 2010-2011 Class of Emerging Leaders, go to www.pdkemergingleaders.org. Information about PDK International is at www.pdkintl.org.
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