
CHAPTERS IN THE NEWS

Florida SADD
Advisor of the
Year

PDK member Boni
Raitt, the advisor for
Students Against
Destructive Decisions
(SADD) at Lee Middle
School in Ft. Myers,
Florida, has been
named 2008-09
Florida SADD Adviser
of the Year. Raitt will
be the spokesperson
for the state organiza-
tion, which has 356
chapters.

For more than five
years, Raitt has been
a dedicated SADD
adviser. She has
organized monthly
meetings, coordinat-
ed silent auctions to
raise money and 
overseen Red Ribbon
Week activities. She
also has secured
numerous motiva-
tional speakers and
community leaders to
speak with Lee Middle
students. 

For the past several
years, Lee Middle
School, under Raitt’s
direction, has won the
Florida SADD Great
Safe Holiday Break
Campaign Contest.
This past year, she
received the Red
Ribbon Certified
School Award.

Statewide Chapters on the Rise                      

An initiative started in Washington is on the rise. In 2002, the first statewide chapter was
launched in Washington by CML John Armenia and supported by region representative
Bob Meyers. Eight chapters merged to form the state chapter, and later five additional

chapters joined the initiative. Michigan and New Mexico have now jumped on board. Eight
chapters merged in Michigan, and four chapters united in New Mexico. Chapter leaders list
greater resources, strength in numbers, increased visibility and recognition, significant leadership
opportunities, and increased partnership possibilities as the strengths of a statewide chapter. The
focus is on activities and advocacy that engage K-12 and higher education leaders in programs
that embrace PDK’s mission, vision, and goals.

The State of New Mexico Chapter, spearheaded by Region Representative Kathy Andreson
and CML Thais Noble, is cultivating and supporting the next generation of educators. The
chapter’s focus is developing FEA chapters throughout the state. A regional project grant to sup-
port the development of FEA chapters in New Mexico has been approved, and one club has
already been started. The chapter also will sponsor an upcoming New Mexico State FEA
Conference under the direction of longstanding member Pleddie Baker. Members will have an
opportunity to take part in the conference in roles such as workshop presenters or judges.

The State of Michigan Chapter intends to provide new energy to PDK as well. They have
identified a leadership team and representatives from each of the merged chapters. The next step
is to determine state-level programming and identify advocacy activities. The statewide chapter
initiative was lead by Region Representative Ron Strahanoski and CMLs Kay Cornell, Elysa
Toler-Robinson, and Sherie Williams. All agree that a statewide chapter provides a deep pool of
educators from which to draw for leadership opportunities and mentoring. By merging chapters,
the statewide chapter has a large budget to support activities, and with support from the PDK’s
newsletter service and mass e-mail programs, state leaders anticipate sending attractive print
communications to all Michigan-based members, regardless of their chapter affiliation. 

Finally, let’s go back to where it all started. The Washing-
ton State Chapter unveiled its first refereed journal in Fall
2007, providing its members with an opportunity to be pub-
lished. Edited by Mary Lynne Derrington, the journal
emphasizes the effect of national trends, issues, and policies
on the state of Washington and strives for a balance of
research and application. Spinning off the theme that defined
the PDK Summit in Vancouver, the first issue focused on
Preparing Students for Responsible Citizenship in a Global
Society.. The theme for the Spring 2008 issue will be coaching.
The journal has been so well received that a Washington-based
association has ordered 200 copies. The Washington State
Chapter, with its commitment to knowledge and research, is
resonating in communities around the state. 

Plan to Read for the Record on October 2. 
This year’s book will be Corduroy by Don Freeman. 

Watch your e-mail for details.



Emdin Wins Dissertation Award
Christopher Emdin, an assistant professor in science education at Teachers College,

Columbia University, is this year’s recipient of the PDK Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation
Award. His dissertation, Exploring the Contexts of Urban Science Classrooms: Cogenerative

Dialogues, Coteaching and Cosmopolitanism, was submitted to the graduate faculty in
urban education at the City University of New York (CUNY). Emdin will receive a $5,000

check from the PDK Educational Foundation. A summary of his research 
will appear in the June issue of the Phi Delta Kappan.

Two members received an honorable mention: William C. Frick, for An Empirical
Investigation of Secondary Principals’ Perspectives on “the Best Interests of the Student” 

as a Viable Professional Ethic for Educational Leadership; and Barnabas C. Emenogu,
for The Effect of Missing Data Treatment on Mantel-Haenszel DIF Detection.

More than 40 dissertations were submitted for this award.
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The Voices of PDK

Amanda Graham has been
named as PDK’s director of
prospective educator programs.
She began her responsibilities in
September. Graham entered
teaching in 1989 as a high school
English teacher and an instructor
in the Teacher Cadet program, 
a precollegiate recruitment cur-

riculum course designed to identify and attract high
school seniors into the education profession. Prior
to joining PDK’s staff, Graham was the director of
the South Carolina teacher recruitment programs 
at CERRA-SC in Rock Hill, S.C. 


